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who had been listening outside. She blushed and withdrew, while
Chiu-ma and Ssu-ma went to the front hall.
"Niece was as stubborn as iron," Ssu-ma said, "but I talked and
talked to her until she melted completely and is now ready to
receive guests."
Chiu-ma thanked her and asked her to stay for dinner, and
did not let her go until she had eaten and drunk to repletion,
Meiniang's fame grew after she began to receive visitors again;
the door of Chiu-ma's house became like a market place. Even at
a fee of ten taels a visit people fought for her favors. Chiu-ma
rejoiced at the money that she made, but Meiniang only looked
forward to the time when she might meet someone to whom she
could give herself in marriage; as the saying goes:
It is easier to acquire a priceless treasure
Than to find the man you love.
Now we must take up a different thread in the story. There
was inside the Clear Wave Gate of Linan an oil shop belonging
to a man by the name of Chu Shih-lao, A few years back he had
adopted a refugee boy from Pienliang by the name of Chin Chung.
The boy's mother died in his infancy and he was thirteen when his
father sold him and entered the Upper Tienchu Temple as a lay
attendant. Since Chu Shih-lao was recently widowed and without
children, he looked upon Chin Chung as his own son. He changed
the boy's name to Chu Chung and taught him his own business,
Father and son managed very well until Shih-lao was forced by
the infirmities of age to hire an assistant named Hsing Chum,
"Time passes like an arrow." Soon Chu Chung grew up into a
handsome young man of seventeen. Now Shih-lao had a bondmaid
by the name of Orchid. She was already past twenty. She became
interested in Chu Chung and time and again "set out hooks to
catch him." But Chu Chung was a good and honest youth,
Moreover, he found the maid distasteful because she was homely
and untidy. And so "though the fallen flower was full of pity far
itself, the flowing stream speeds it on without regret,"